Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Business Meeting

Falmouth, Maine

December 10, 2008

Minutes

Welcome and Introductions.  Dr. Gibbs, Maine ACEP President, welcomed the group and asked members to identify themselves.  In attendance were:  Drs. Gibbs, Stuchiner, DiPietrantonio, Kassman, Fowle, Chamberlin, Christian, Kemmerer, Nuki, Mullen, Riccioni, Peredy, Chandler, Becker, Whiting, Higgins, Dinerman, Perron, Bushhorn, Saucier, Henson, Hoffman, Tyler, Steinkeler, Pattavina, Linder, Baumann and Kendall.  Also attending were Anna Bragdon, Chapter Executive and guest Betty Tyler.

Minutes.  The minutes from the September 3 meeting were unanimously approved.

Treasurer’s Report.  Maine ACEP Treasurer Dr. Stuchiner noted that we are doing better financially, due to the recent dues increase, and have a 31k balance at national.  Our current bank balance is $5459.23. 

ACEP Report Card.  Maine got a C+ in the most recent ACEP report card, released last week.  We got back marks for the liability climate, disaster preparedness and lack of a mandatory motorcycle helmet law.  The one issue we can directly effect is the pursuit of a helmet law, which we are doing.

Update on Chapter Priorities.  Helmet Law:  The legislation has been submitted and we will be preparing testimony, an op-ed, and asking members to contact members of the Transportation Committee, the committee of jurisdiction.  A hearing will likely be scheduled around the date of our next meeting.  Narcotics Abuse:  We completed two CME programs in Portland and are planning one for Bangor.  They have been well received.  We are considering pursuing a small grant from national.  The letter of intent is due January 2, 2009.  Dr. Peredy suggested a shortened version, one hour, of the program.  Certain things have come out of the programs that could be the basis of a policy statement.
Lifeflight of Maine.  Norm Dinerman, MD, medical director of LifeFlight, addressed the needs of LifeFlight before the membership and asked them to be part of their fundraising campaign, asking for $100/year for the next five years or a one-time contribution of $250.

State Legislative Update.   Anna Bragdon reported that we are expecting a 1 billion dollar budget shortfall or the biennium.  This will overshadow most legislative issues.  Regarding health care, the Legislature is expected to look at funding options for Dirigo Health, the immunization crisis, patient-centered medical home, pharmacists’ authority to provide certain vaccines and “healthy weight” initiatives.
 

Items from President – elect Scott Kemmerer, MD.  Medical Clearance Guidelines:  Dr. Kemmerer has been working with MaineHealth on a consensus approach to the medical clearance process for psychiatric patients referred for inpatient addition by MaineHealth emergency departments.  He presented the work product from their workgroup, which mirror our previous guidelines with some improvements.  A motion was made to approved the guidelines by membership.  The motion passed unanimously.  The guidelines should be shared throughout the state.  Maine ACEP needs to discuss what their role in this distribution should be.  ED Overcrowding.  Dr. Kemmerer represents Maine ACEP on the governor’s task force on this issue.  Their focus is the address over-utilization of the ED by Medicaid patients.  He will update the group at the March meeting.

Solicit Board Nominations.  Dr. Gibbs asked to group to forward any board nominations for the March election at which time Dr. Kemmerer will take over as President and we’ll need a President-elect.

TPA.   Mary Becker, MD, from MaineHealth, addressed concerns from the group regarding the use of TPA.  She updated them on two new tools from MaineHealth – Stroke Pathway – condensed evidence-based literature which says “consider the use of TPA” and – Guidelines for use – inclusion and exclusion criteria for using TPA.  They are also piloting a telemedicine program in January under which you’d be able to access a neurologist at Maine Med within 20 minutes.  A motion was made to endorse the ACEP policy on TPA as our own policy.  Dr. Mullen noted that there is value in reinforcing that state leaders understand the difficulties with TPA, not just at a national level.  The motion passed unanimously.

Roundtable Discussion.

Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive
