Maine ACEP Lobster bake
Cabbage Island, Maine

June 28, 2007

Minutes
Welcome.  Dr. Gibbs, President, opened the meeting.  In attendance were Drs. Gibbsm Higgins, Andrada, DiPietrantonio, Stuchiner, Mesrobian, Grimmnitz, Tomassoni, Chagrasulis, Kemmerer, Busko, Kendall, Southall, Peron, Hulefield, and Chandler.  Also in attendance was Anna Bragdon, Maine ACEP Chapter Executive.
Regular Business.

Approval of Minutes.  The group unanimously approved the minutes from the March 7, 2007 meeting, which were mailed to attendees. 
Treasurer’s Report.  It is with sadness that members accepted the resignation of Paul Liebow, MD, as Secretary/Treasurer of Maine ACEP after many years of service.  Maine ACEP is looking for a volunteer to run for that office.  Elections will be in September.  Until then, Anna Bragdon will manage the accounts.  David Stuchiner suggested that he may be interested.
President’s Award.  Dr. Kendall presented Tony Tomassoni, MD, with an award for his dedication to EMS and emergency medicine.  Dr. Tomassoni is now with Yale
Legislative Update.  Anna briefed the members on the recent activities of the Legislature, primarily in regards to the lack of funding for Dirigo and the passage of the liability bill related to prescription information for the emergency department.  Anna will email the final language to membership.
Toxic Mushroom Survey.  Dr. Gibbs noted that John Saucier and Tamas Peredy are interested in increasing the education of ED physicians in Maine regarding the identification and treatment of mushroom toxicity.  A survey will go out on this soon.

Future Meetings.  The group discussed Dr. Gibbs’ suggestion that we hold most of our meetings at the Maine Medical Association.  It would save a significant amount in the budget.  The group agreed to holding two meetings a year at the MMA.  They also discussed holding a meeting in conjunction with the next LLSA review.  The September meeting will be held at the MMA.

Wednesday, September 19, 2007


Wednesday, December 5, 2007


Wednesday, March 5, 2008


Thursday, June 26, 2008 (Lobster bake – tentative)


Wednesday, September 3, 2008


Wednesday, December 3, 2008


Wednesday, March 4, 2009

Priority Objectives for 2007-2009.  Dr. Gibbs reviewed a list of priority objectives with the group to make sure that we didn’t miss anything.  The plan is to finalize our priorities for the next two years at the September meeting.  Several of the issues are ongoing issues and will continue to be on every agenda, such as psych beds and EMS.  The group noted that the online medical direction course is being tweaked and will be online soon.  Several members made a plea for recruitment in rural issues as a priority.  Dr. Tedrick suggested that access to dental services be another.  This will be the central topic of the September meeting.
Roundtable.   Jo Linder, MD, represents ACEP at the AMA.  For the next two years their priorities will be access to care, a study of psych bed availability and its relationship to overcrowding, and ensuring no criminal liability in disaster response.  Scott Kemmerer, MD, noted that the document he had been working on with DHHS regarding rapid response procedures to get patients into psych beds with the state had been mailed to the membership.  The procedures have been useful.  Maine Health has a task force looking at this issue and they are interested in tweaking our medical clearance guidelines.
Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.
Respectfully submitted, 

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive
