Maine ACEP
Business Meeting

Wednesday, March 7, 2007

Manchester, ME
DRAFT
Opening Remarks.  President Kendall opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.

President’s Awards.  President Kendall presented Steve Diaz with a President’s Award for his outstanding contribution to EMS.  Dr. Kendall will present another President’s Award to Tony Tomassoni at the June meeting, when he is present to receive it.  Incoming President Michael Gibbs presented Dr. Kendall with a plaque honoring his two years of service to Maine ACEP as their president.  Dr. Kendall’s term ends at the close of today’s meeting.

Induced Hypothermia.  President Kendall gave a 15 minute slide presentation on Induced Hypothermia.

Chapter Leader Visit.  Bruce MacLeod, ACEP Vice Speaker, attending our meeting as part of the ACEP Chapter Leader Visit program.  He found Maine ACEP to be a very active chapter for its size.  Dr. MacLeod outlined ACEP’s priorities of quality, crowding, reimbursement, preparedness and liability.  He also reviewed the status of HR 822 which has been reworked.  

Maine Legislative Update.  Gordon Smith, MMA’s EVP, reported that the Legislature is in the middle of the budget process.  There will be no movement on liability reform in this particular political climate.  The Coalition is therefore working on educational efforts.  Gordon noted that they are strong advocates of an increase in the tobacco tax ($1.50 proposed).  The medical cost of a pack of cigarettes is estimated to be $7.  Dirigo is recommending a tax on sweetened drinks.

Online Medical Control  Dr. Diaz is working on an online medical control course and would like ACEP’s help in making it available.  


Motion:  Maine ACEP will sponsor an online medical control course and put it on their website, encouraging all to take it.  CME will be offered.  Motion passed unanimously.


Dr. Stuchiner noted that the Board of Medicine wants to work with Maine ACEP to require PAs to be qualified for online medical control and to develop criteria for them.  The BOM is concerned that the PAs are trained to do what they are asking the EMTs to perform.  Dr. Diaz volunteered to help the BOM on this.
Election.  The slate of officers was moved and accepted.


President:  
Michael A. Gibbs, MD


President-elect: Scott Kemmerer, MD


Treasurer:  Paul Liebow, MD


Councillors:  Michael Gibbs, MD and Kevin Kendall MD


Alt Councillors:  Sandy Stevens, MD, and John Alexander, MD

Boarding Psychiatric Patients.  Dr. Kemmerer has been working with DHHS on this issue.  They have worked out, for Central Maine, that if a psychiatric patient stays over eight hours (after medical clearance), contact DHHS who will light a fire under Riverview.  Once this model has been tested, it can be used in other regions.  This is not yet a state-wide service.  This is in response to the state not being in compliance with the consent decree.  Once this process is finalized, Dr. Kemmerer will send it out to everyone.
Physician’s Day at the Legislature.  Mark your calendars for Thursday, March 29.

Next Meeting.  Thursday, June 28 on Cabbage Island.

Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive

