Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Business Meeting

Manchester, Maine

September 12, 2007

Minutes
Welcome and Introductions.  Dr. Gibbs, Maine ACEP President, welcomed members to the meeting and asked them to introduce themselves.  In attendance were Drs. Higgins, Stuchiner, DiPietrantonio, Peredy, Kemmerer, Linder and Gibbs.  Also, Anna Bragdon, Chapter Executive and Gordon Smith, EVP, Maine Medical Association.


Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of June 28 were approved unanimously.
Treasurer’s Report.  Anna Bragdon gave the Treasurer’s report while the position is vacant.  Dr. Stuchiner has agreed to run for Treasurer.  That election will be held at the December meeting.  The group discussed recognizing Paul Liebow’s years of service at a medical staff meeting at EMMS.  A delegation from Maine ACEP would attend and give him a Lifetime Achievement Award.  Dr. Gibbs will call Erik Steele, MD, to discuss.  Anna has been writing checks on the account, with approval from Dr. Gibbs when for expenses.  There is approximately 35k in reserves.
ACEP Report Card.  The group agreed that Dr. Gibbs would be the key contact person for the next report card.
Legislative Update.  Gordon Smith, Esq, MMA VP, reviewed recent legislation passed during this year’s long session.  Mark Fourre’s bill (language included in the packets) on liability passed.  A study group was created to look at primary care in Maine, as well as best practices treating Lyme Disease.  The liability climate is slightly improved, with Medical Mutual giving dividends and claims being down.  Several bills to look at the panel system were held over.  We are always under fire on this issue.  Gordon made a plea for interested parties to do the panels. Drs. Gibbs and Peredy volunteered.
Priority Objectives.  Dr. Gibbs led the group in a discussion of issues that the group would like to focus on during the next two years.  While many issues were discussed, the group agreed to focus on the timely issue of narcotics misuse as our primary objective and increased helmet use our secondary objective.  A conference call will be scheduled, through the Poison Center, to brainstorm on the narcotics issue.  Gordon has done many presentations about this and could do one as CME at the February Sugarloaf meeting.  We would need someone at each hospital to commit to this work.
Toxic Mushroom Survey.  Tamas Peredy, MD, reviewed the data that came out of the mushroom survey.
Next meeting.   Wednesday, December 5, in Portland, the same day as the LLSA course.
Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive
