Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Physicians

Business Meeting

Manchester, Maine

September 9, 2009

Minutes
Welcome and Introductions.  Dr. Kemmerer, Maine ACEP President, welcomed the group and asked for introductions.  
In attendance were:  Drs. Chagrasulis, Gibbs, Fowle, McDermott, Peredy, Christian, Sholl, Cormier, DiPietrantonio, Stuchiner, Grimmnitz, Diaz, and Kemmerer, along with guest Ashley of Dr. Gibbs, Lisa Letourneau, MD, MaineHealth, andAnna Bragdon, Maine ACEP Chapter Executive.  

Minutes.  Membership approved the minutes from the March & June meetings.
Treasurer’s Report.  Dr. Stuchiner noted that we are doing well, with 36k in our account.  This represents a little over one year of operating expenses.  We should have closer to three years in the bank, something that we are working on.  An issue regarding dues has arisen.  We are presently not charging Life members who are still working.  Looking at the number of physicians who will qualify for this category (60 yrs old, 15 years of membership) we have noticed that our dues income, which is our only income, will begin to take serious hits in the next five years.  In order to avoid a general membership dues increase, the Board is proposing that we charge Life members who are still working.  And we also propose to bring Retired members dues down to $50. The group discussed this quickly and agreed to the change.

MMA Leadership Positions – Dr. Kemmerer congratulated Maine ACEP member Dave McDermott, MD, for taking the reins of the Maine Medical Association, beginning this weekend, and to Jo Linder, MD, who will become President-elect.
Memorial Donation – Maine ACEP donated $250 to Covington Latin School in Covington, Kentucky in memory of Kent Hall’s late wife.
 Maine PCMH Pilot Update - Lisa Letourneau, MD, reviewed the state’s recent program regarding the Patient-centered Medical Home.  Dr. Gibbs suggested that it was unlikely to decrease ED usage.  He asked that Maine ACEP be connected to the project, rather than simply a spectator.  Dr. Peredy noted that it was more than an access issue and added that the Poison Center acts as a filter for ED visits.
Update on Priorities


Narcotics Abuse.  Once the grants are announced in October, we will be putting together the program, gathering faculty and picking dates.  We have 9k coming to us and we need to schedule the programs within 18 months.

Disaster Preparedness.  The CDC and regional resource centers have been directed to only do H1N1 until the end of the year.  This raised serious concerns among membership and a statement will be put together to be shared with the CDC and interested parties supporting an all hazards approach to disaster preparedness.  Dr. Kemmerer will contact the RRCs, as suggested by Dr. Diaz.
Tort Reform.  We will be gathering data from Medical Mutual regarding claims to see how the environment is for reform.  The MMA suggested this in lieu of efforts on tort reform, as they have established a détente with the trial lawyers protecting their prelitigation screening panels.  The legislative environment is also not good for reform.

Rural Recruitment.  The survey went out today.
On Line Medical Control Course.  Dr. Diaz asked for a strong endorsement from Maine ACEP.  He noted that other states require this.  Dr. Kemmerer suggested that we set a goal for our membership to complete the course in a defined period of time.  Membership agreed to draft a statement of strong support and share it with ED directors and membership with a defined time of completion of the course by our membership.  The DVD is available if you don’t have a good Internet connection.
Use of Propofol in the ED.  Dr. Peredy reviewed the survey results, noting that it is widely used.  Is there interest in education at small hospitals?  Perhaps a section could be taught at Colby.  
Regionalization of SAFE Programs.   MaineGeneral is working on regionalizing this program similar to Aroostook County.
Update on TPA in Stroke.  Dr. Lash, a neurologist from Bangor, approached Dr. Kemmerer regarding ACEP’s statement on TPA, calling it malpractice.  He encouraged her to improve neurologic coverage in Northern Maine.  Also, he encouraged the use of tele-stroke consults.  As an aside, Dr. McDermott noted that there were some credentially changes in telemedicine and he would share these with membership. 
Roundtable Discussion
Upcoming Maine ACEP Meetings.  The next meeting is Wednesday, December 2 in Portland.  We will work with MMC to hold it in conjunction with their LLSA course like we did last year.
Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anna Bragdon

Chapter Executive

