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Dear Maine ACEP members,

If you have one minute to read this message, here is the bottom line: We have set an ambitious
agenda for the next 24 months in which we will sharpen the mission of ME ACEP, grow the
membership, make several focused impacts on emergency care in Maine, and ensure the
chapter's value proposition continues to resonate with emergency physicians practicing across
the state.

In the future, | plan to update you quarterly on chapter activity, scheduled events, and key topics
impacting emergency physicians in Maine. My goal is to provide succinct, targeted communication that
keeps you up to date and invites input from all individual members.

What are we going to do?

Beginning last month, | asked the Board to meet monthly. These sessions will ensure we develop and act
on our goals promptly.

We have several chapter events and meetings throughout the year. We will work hard to make these
practical and timely. Your participation is key.

What is the basic strategy?

1. Leadership: All emergency physicians are leaders. We will provide an avenue for further enrichment
of those skills and light the pathway for those seeking a more defined “leadership” role.

2. Advocacy: The Chapter must represent the interests of Maine EM physicians at the local,
institutional, state, and federal levels. This will require an investment of time and money.

3. Membership: The Chapter must grow to ensure its viability and unite all EM physicians under one
roof.

4. Quality: We must lead efforts to promote patient-centered, high-quality care that stabilizes working
conditions for our members.

5. Communication: We will communicate openly about chapter activities and seek input from members
through various communication media. We will promote the chapter's work to the wider public and
medical community, assuring that our brand is synonymous with expertise in emergency care.

Please stay tuned.
Recent updates:

Last week, Brandon Giberson (President-elect), Echin Makeras, Morgan Eliasen, and | attended
the annual Leadership Advocacy Conference in Washington, DC. This was a productive couple of days
during which we heard from various speakers about the current political environment and its impact on
our specialty. We were also able to meet with all four members of Maine’s congressional delegation,
either directly or with staff.

Key topics included asking for support for the ABC-ED Act and highlighting the significant impact
any cuts to Medicaid will have on our ability to provide emergency care across Maine.



The ABC-ED Act (HR 2936)

Bipartisan legislation that re-allocates existing grant funding toward research and action on ED
boarding. All members we spoke with received this well, and Senator King agreed to co-sponsor it.
Regarding impacts in Maine, this could pave the way for state-wide measures to combat boarding due to
transfer delays, such as a real-time bed capacity management system.

Medicaid contractions:

Following proposed plans to cut federal funding to state Medicaid programs (Mainecare), we
provided detailed testimony about the real impacts that would have on emergency care in Maine.
Specifically, we highlighted recent closures of inpatient obstetric departments and the shuttering of whole
hospitals as a sign of what could come. This issue will be especially delicate for Susan Collins as she
seeks re-election in 2026.

Upcoming events:

» Cabbage Island Retreat (June 18th)
« Enjoy this Maine ACEP summer tradition: eat lobsters and talk with your colleagues from across
the state.
- Learn More | Register

* Maine ACEP EM Leadership Summit (September 22nd)

» Mark your calendars for what promises to be a vibrant meeting for EM leaders across the state.
More to come, but speakers include Scott Weingart of EmCrit fame and Andy Perron, former
chair of EM at MMC.

» Learn More | Register

Thanks for reading,
Sheldon

Sheldon H. Stevenson, DO, FACEP
President, Maine Chapter, American College of Emergency Physicians.
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